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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Claims 8-27 are witlidrawn from furtlier consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention, tliere being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in the reply 
filed on October 21, 2008. The traversal is on the ground(s) that there would be no 
serious burden placed on the examiner for a search and examination of the entire 
application. This is not found persuasive because the claim limitations found in the 
additional inventions would require a different search from the search for the present 
invention. The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,148,878 to Ganz et al. 

With respect to claim 1 , Ganz et al. teaches an apparatus for transferring 
substrates to and from a printer, comprising: a first storage unit, 3, for storing substrates 
prior to a printing operation, the first storage unit having a plurality of vertically stacked 
substrate supports, 15; a platen, 7, 8 for receiving a substrate from said first storage 
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unit, aligning the substrate witli a printhead prior to a printing operation, and displacing 
the substrate subsequent to a printing operation to an unloading position; a second 
storage unit, 5, for storing substrates subsequent to said printing operation, the second 
storage unit having a plurality of vertically stacked substrate supports, 16; wherein the 
first and second storage units are movable vertically with respect to the platen, and in 
use, relative vertical movement of the first storage unit and the platen transfers a 
substrate from the supports of the first storage unit to the platen, and relative vertical 
movement of the second storage unit and the platen transfers a substrate from the 
platen to the supports of the second storage unit. See column 1, line 64 - column 2, line 
23, column 2, lines 57-65 and Figs. 3-5 in particular. 

With respect to claim 2, Ganz et al. teaches the vertically stacked substrate 
supports of the first and second storage units are arranged to support substrate trays, 4, 
for holding a plurality of substrates. See column 1, line 64 - column 2, line 23, column 2, 
lines 57-65 and Fig. 1 in particular. 

With respect to claim 3, Ganz et al. teaches the platen receives a substrate tray 
from the first storage unit, the substrate being held on said substrate tray. See column 
1 , line 64 - column 2, line 23, column 2, lines 57-65 and Figs. 3-5 in particular. 

With respect to claim 4, Ganz et al. teaches a substrate tray extends lengthways 
across the width of the platen, the length of the tray being greater than the width of the 
platen. See column 1, line 64 - column 2, line 23, column 2, lines 57-65 and Figs. 3-5 in 
particular. 
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With respect to claim 5, Ganz et ai. teaches the first and second storage units 
comprise frames defining an interior cavity, into which the platen extends. See column 
1, line 64 - column 2, line 23, column 2, lines 57-65 and Figs. 3-5 in particular. 

With respect to claim 6, Ganz et al. teaches third and fourth storage units 
movable vertically relative to the platen. See column 1 , line 64 - column 2, line 23, 
column 2, lines 57-65 and Figs. 3-5 in particular. 

With respect to claim 7, Ganz et al. teaches two of said storage units are 
arranged on a first side of the printhead, and two of said storage units are arranged on 
the opposing side of the printhead. See column 1, line 64 - column 2, line 23, column 2, 
lines 57-65 and Figs. 3-5 in particular. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JILL E. CULLER whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2159. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-2258. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

jec 

/Jill E. Culler/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2854 



